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THOUGH I'M CALLED 
A WHALE, SCIENTISTS 
ME AS A 
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DOLPHIN. 


Gray whale ' 

■The biggest whale ever to live in captivity was a 27-foot gray whale named 
Gigi. She was ver)S|entle—her trainer often swam and played with her when 
she U\ eel at Sea World. She was released into the wild in 1981. 


Humpback whale 


During breeding 
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FLUKE 

• Beluga whale 

m 

RIGHT WHALE 

• w Baby belugas are bluish-gray, but they grow into pure white whales (the 

• name beluga means “white” in Russian). Members of the dolphin family, 

• belugas live primarily in the Arctic, sometimes gathering in groups of a 

• thousand or more. 
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The Power Of Liter,'.:; 


f « Chompers There are two 

JKk, kinds of whale: those with 

fJOa baleen and those with teeth. 

Toothed whales eat.tons.of 
fflK squid and small fish every day. 

A sperm whale has 24 to 30 
Sperm - teeth, in his lower jaw only. 

‘ ,u ^ Each tooth is about eight inch¬ 

es long and weighs up to two 
Strainers This blue whale pounds, 

can’t chew her food; she has no 
teeth. Instead, she draws food 
through her baleen—hundreds 
of triangular-plates (some 13 
feet long) that hang from the 
roof of her mouth. The baleen, 
which is smooth on the outside 
and fringed on the inside, traps 
krill when she sucks in water. 

She strains the water out with 
her giant tongue and swallows 
the krill. Baleen is made of ker¬ 
atin—the same stuff as your 


Holes in Their Heads Whales breathe 
air through blowholes on the tops of their 
heads. You can spot a whale on the sea’s stur 
face by his spout—a column of mist and oil 
that bursts from his blowhole when he 
exhales. This blue whale’s spout can 
shoot 50 feet into the air. Whales 
with teeth have one blowhole; 
u It. lies will: b. ; celt ll.e.e two. ! 


A BIG 

is born, j 
phant—j 
pounds; 
milk (atj 
two inch 
mother j 


Rows of baleen plates 
in a Southern 
right whale's mouth 


eat in one of two ways. Gulpers, 
like these humpbacks, take A 
one big mouthful of food , 


Shrimplike organisms called 


consumes about four million 
krill (9,000 pounds) per day- 
140 pounds in each gulp. 


KRILL 

(actual size) 


mouths open, catching m 
food in their baleen plates -jj 
and filtering water out the sides’ 
of their mouths. 
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krill are the blue whale’s f* 
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Skimmers., like the blue 

food. In summer, a blue whale 

I ■ 

whale, swim with their 







































